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 SOUTH HENNEPIN ADULT PROGRAMS IN EDUCATION (SHAPE) 

“IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO MAKE A NEW START”  
--SCRIPT AND INTERVIEWS— 

BY JULIE SEVERSON 
  

 VIDEO AUDIO 
 

1 FADE IN to SHAPE logo 
 

 

2 Transition to actor at kitchen table looking 
through classifieds, circling job ads. 

[Music begins] 
 
 

3 Cut to actor on computer. Then picks up 
phone. 

[Narrator VO]: It takes up-to-date skills and 
old fashioned hustle to keep a job these 
days. 
 

4 Actor hangs up phone. Frustrated. Camera 
zooms in.   
 

[Narrator VO]: But without adequate 
education and experience, the job hunt can 
seem hopeless. 
 

5 Transition to shots of computer lab. 
 

[Music changes to upbeat] 

6  [Narrator VO]: The good news is that it’s 
never too late to make a new start.  
 

7 Cut to Willie, then Brenda on computer in 
lab. 

[Narrator VO]: Adults of all ages are 
returning to school to gain the education 
and skills they need for better paying jobs 
and personal enrichment. 

 
8 

 
Cut to scenes from SHAPE graduation 
ceremony and of student at onsite 
internship 

 
[Narrator VO]: South Hennepin Adult 
Programs in Education, more commonly 
known as SHAPE, helps nearly 2,000 adults 
each year complete high school, upgrade 
important skills, and prepare for college or 
new careers. 
 

9 Screen graphic with the following services 
appearing one at a time: 

 High School Diploma 

 GED test preparation 

 Skills refresher 

 English as a Second Language 

 Vocational counseling 

 Work experience 

[Narrator VO]: At SHAPE adults can: 
earn a high school diploma, 
prepare for the GED, 
brush up on reading, writing and math, 
learn English as a Second Language, 
receive vocational counseling, 
and gain work experience. 
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10 Cut to scene from onsite childcare. [Narrator VO]: And best of all, SHAPE 
services are free, including some on-site 
childcare. 
 

   
11 Cut to on-the-job scenes of Karen. 

 
[Narrator VO]: Former SHAPE student 
Karen knows what its like to have to make 
a new start. When she stops to look at her 
life these days, she sees a miracle.  
 

12 Cut to scene with Karen at home with her 
son 

[Narrator VO]: Six years ago, Karen was 
unemployed, recently divorced, with an 
infant son and no high school diploma. 
Then she saw a SHAPE flyer and made the 
phone call that changed her life.  
 

13  
Cut to Interview with Karen in her home 

 
[Karen ON CAMERA]: I thought a lot about 
it. I wasn’t sure if I could do it or if I wanted 
to do it. But I finally picked up the phone. 
At the time I had no transportation and a 
lot of obstacles in my way. I thought it was 
great that I could actually finish my high 
school diploma with other adults in my 
own community.  
 

14  
Cut back to Karen in the office.  

 
[Karen VO]: Being in the SHAPE program 
gave me the confidence to continue my 
education. I finished two years of college 
with a word processing degree, and now I 
work for a local insurance agency. 
 

15 Transition to interview with Kevin  [Kevin Byrne ON CAMERA]: Hi. I’m Kevin 
Byrne. Coordinator for South Hennepin 
Adult Programs in Education, which is a 
partnership between Bloomington, 
Richfield, Edina and Eden Prairie Public 
Schools.  
 
Most of us think the public schools are just 
for kids, but actually through the 
Community Education Departments, the 
public schools sponsor a lot of classes just 
for adults. 
 

16 Cut to various scenes from classrooms and 
labs 

[Kevin VO]: SHAPE is one of the adult 
programs, and we’ve put a lot of time and 
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care into creating a place where adults will 
feel comfortable while building the skills 
needed to take them into the future. 
  

17  [Kevin VO]: During flexible part-time or 
evening classes, students work at their own 
pace.  
 

18 Cut to one-on-one with student and 
counselor 

[Kevin VO]: With the help of a teacher or 
individual tutor, each student develops a 
learning plan that best fits their needs.  
 

19 Cut to scenes from Shared Visions group 
 

[Kevin VO]: Classroom discussions on 
parenting, current events, and self-esteem 
give students a chance to build peer 
support while sharing practical tips and 
ideas with other adult learners.  
 

20 Cut to student on classroom computer 
 

[Kevin VO]: SHAPE’s classrooms offer up-to-
date computer technology for students to 
learn keyboarding and do research for class 
projects. 
 

21 Cut to Roger and Nancy working with 
students in career resource center 

[Kevin VO]: While students learn the skills 
necessary to find and keep a job, SHAPE’s 
vocational resources and counselors help 
them explore new careers and access local 
job leads. 
 

22 Cut to scenes from English as a Second 
Language classroom, varying ages. 

[Kevin VO]: People of all ages and with a 
variety of educational needs feel 
comfortable in the SHAPE classroom. 
 

23 Cut to interview with student (Chris) [Chris ON CAMERA]: I came to SHAPE 1 ½ 
years ago. At that time I was very behind in 
high school. My counselor referred me to 
SHAPE. They told me I could work at my 
own pace and finish high school in an 
environment that worked better for me.   
 

24 Chris in classroom with teacher and other 
students. 

[Chris VO]: I won’t be graduating with my 
friends from my old high school, but at 
least I’ll be graduating. That’s the 
important thing.  
 

25 Cut to interview with student (Leddy) [Student Leddy ON CAMERA]: When I 
enrolled at SHAPE, I didn’t tell my family 
that I was going to get my diploma. I could 
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have gone for my GED, but I decided to go 
for the works! 
 
I was 64 at the time. There was another 
student there in his eighties, and we just 
had a good time. I’m so glad I went back. It 
helped boost my self-esteem, and now I’m 
an example for my grandchildren. 
 
The following spring I talked to my 
daughter, and learned that she was trying 
to encourage my grandson to stay in school 
and get his diploma. And so I told her that I 
was working on getting my diploma and to 
tell him Grandma would be real pleased if 
he would try too. And he did!   
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cut to still shots of Leddy’s graduation 
photos  
 
 
 
 
 

[Leddy VO]: Graduation night was a very 
exciting experience. And when I walked up 
to get my diploma, my daughter-in-law 
hollered “Go for it Grandma”. That was a 
thrill I can’t describe.  
 

27 Cut to close up of diploma on wall if possible 
 

[Leddy VO]: Now my diploma hangs on my 
living room wall, and it’s always there for 
encouragement.  
 

28 Transition to Lou in classroom 
 

[Narrator VO]: Lou already had her diploma 
when she came to SHAPE. But she wanted 
to learn new skills for a better paying job.  
 

29 Cut to Lou at internship site 
 

[Narrator VO]: After spending two months 
brushing up on her reading and writing, Lou 
began a job internship at a local hospital, 
arranged by SHAPE.  
 
 

30 Lou on camera 
 

[Lou ON CAMERA]: SHAPE really changed 
my life. Before I came here, I didn’t have 
anything going for me. I didn’t know which 
direction I was going really.  
 

31 Cut back to Lou on the job [Narrator VO]:  Through Lou’s internship 
she’s training to be a medical clerk and 
building a brighter future.  
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32 Lou still on jobsite [Lou VO]: SHAPE has helped me find a way 
to support my two kids, which I never 
thought I could do by myself.  
 

33 Transition to English as a Second Language 
classroom setting 
 

[Narrator VO]: Adults from all over the 
world come to SHAPE to earn an American 
diploma and prepare for American colleges 
and universities.  
 

34 Still in ESL classroom [Narrator VO]: Through SHAPE’s English as 
a Second Language programs, foreign born 
students can learn to speak, read and write 
the English Language.  
 
[Bring up audio from classroom] 
 

35 Cut to Tuyen and teacher (Lore) working 
together 

[Narrator VO]: Tuyen is from Vietnam. He 
enrolled in SHAPE nine days after 
immigrating to the United States.  
 
When he completes his American diploma, 
he plans to continue his education at 
Normandale Community College.  
 
 

36 Cut to interview with Tuyen   [Tuyen ON CAMERA]: I really don’t know 
how to express my gratitude to all the 
teachers in the SHAPE program. They’re 
very supportive and thoughtful. They’ll 
never know how much I appreciate their 
help. 
 

37 Cut to Lore in classroom  [Narrator VO]: Lore is Tuyen’s teacher. She 
works with adults who are working towards 
a high school diploma.  
 

38 Cut to interview with Lore  [Lore ON CAMERA]: I see a lot of 
determination in our adult learners. Often 
they’re not really sure if they can achieve 
their goal. Many of them have had lots of 
struggles. They come to us with that kind of 
survivor mentality. They start to have some 
successes in the classroom, and then they 
start believing they can achieve their goal. 
It’s very exciting watching the students 
grow here. 
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39 Cut to scenes from graduation ceremonies  [Narrator VO]: SHAPE holds graduation 
ceremonies each year for students who 
complete their high school education.  
 
For many, the event is unforgettable. These 
graduates learned that it’s never too late to 
make a new start.  
 
They not only learned important skills, but 
also made new friends and gained the 
confidence to succeed.  
 

40 Student Mai speaking at graduation 
ceremony 

[Insert excerpt from the end of Mai’s 
graduation speech] 

41   
42 Freeze frame on Mai laughing at the end of 

her speech. 
 

Music turns up  

43 Credits stroll up screen over freeze frame.  
   
 THE END 

 


